
BOOK OF SIGNIFICANCE : WINTER 2026 

Cambric Tea by Rebecca Lowrie will be on display in both the Board Room and Lathrop 
Room Libraries Jan 7 - June 18, 2026. Rebecca (Lawrence) Lowrie, a 1923 graduate of 
Vassar, grew up in Galesburg, IL.  After a literary career with Harpers, The Saturday Review 
of Literature, and The New Yorker, she moved to Chicago following the death of her 
husband and joined the Fortnightly, living for a time in an upper bedroom in the House. 
Joining with other Fortnightly bibliophiles, Mrs. Lowrie not only helped to rejuvenate the 
Fortnightly libraries, but it was also she who conceived and held the very first Library Tea 
which has become a popular event. Her familiarity with illuminated manuscripts played a 
large role in the prominence of the Kelmscott Chaucer to the Fortnightly story.  

Your Archives & Library Committee is pleased to offer her intimate and highly readable 
childhood memoir, published July 1928, as the Winter Book of Significance. Only 5x7”, this 
164-page book can be accessed as an e-reader via the link. Its third person narration may 
amplify childhood memories in the reader during the winter holidays.  Please enjoy the 
physical display of Rebecca Lowrie’s Cambric Tea when you visit the House.  

Cambric tea, also called nursery tea or milk tea, was popular in the late 19th and early 20th 
century, served to children as hot water, made light and thin with milk, and a small amount 
of tea and sugar. Happy Holidays. 

https://archive.org/details/cambrictea0000rebe/page/n7/mode/2up

